FASET — Tool Box Talk No. 2 (15" September 2014)

MEWP’s
10 Ways to Reduce Risk & Emer

obstruction — in some of these accidents,
position” making the crushing worse.

Operation of a MEWP close to an o
What causes the risk?
e Reversing, Slewing or El
¢ Unexpected movement
e Poor ground conditions

What factors increase the risk?
e Poor MEWP route planning
Poor MEWP selection
Insufficient
Uneven grou

often be hampered because:
the person is trapped

inaccessible.
Lack of familiafity with ground / emergency descent control.

Overload cell has been activated: This can affect the operation of the controls.
Emergency stop has been activated.
Complicated boom recovery manoeuvre
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If you are expected to work close to overhead structures you should
following issues have been properly addressed:

1 - Plan the MEWP route carefully

10 Ways to Reduce the Risk

that the

Keep a sensible distance between the MEWP and a
This distance will need to be greater for a boom-typ
allow for the possible “bounce” and “see-saw” effe

obstruction.
iven at height to

Where possible, only the fine-positioning co d be
used when the MEWP is close to the obstr

4

1. Drive

WHEN ELEVATING
ONIAN3DS3A NIHM

Driving at height sha

For more informati

Id be the manoeuvre of last resort when
ead obstruction since it can create

Driving a boom-

to ensure the MEWP selected is suitable for the specific manoeuvre
t if working close to an overhead obstruction. Particular attention
choice of:

to
should

Reach of mac - ideally, it is better not to operate close to the limit of the
machine’s “operating envelope”.

Clearance - ensure MEWP and platform are not too large for the spaces in which the
machine must be operated.
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3 - Ensure familiarisation is specific
It is essential that the trained operators receive a familiarisati
the MEWP they plan to use, conducted in a low-risk area a
structures to include:

that is specific to
overhead

ering controls, both
ce the load cell

e Emergency Descent Controls — how to use the emer:
under power and auxiliary modes including how the ¢
hasbeen activated

undergo familiarisation with the emergency
lowering procedures at regular intervals j

emergency
rescue plan.

4 - Ensure good ground conditions
Ground conditions should be e machine.

e The ground should wher
obstructions in the op

erate the MEWP.

be placed on the MEWP control panel.
olate the power until you need to re-position to reduce the risks

¢ Once in positi
of accidental o

e Emergency lowering controls: should not be obstructed by objects on the ground
(e.g. operating MEWP close to a wall with emergency controls facing the wall).
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8 - Slow down, don’t crouch over the controls and look!
e Slow drive speeds should be used, particularly when reversing
e Crouching over the controls significantly reduces the operator’ rgin of safety
e Scan the area for obstructions both before and during MEW i
e Do not lean over the guard rails while operating the MEWP,

9 - Do not override the MEWP controls or use faulty MEW
e All MEWPs on site must have a valid 6 month thorou

examination certificate

Always perform and record daily checks

Report all faults

Any faults must be rectified before using ME

Do not override the controls

10 - Rehearse rescue procedure
Ensure ground key available or appoint a
o Atleast one designated ground res i ho knows the
rescue procedure and has been f i

Consider how to raise the alarm.
o A system must be in place t e become trapped.
e This needs very careful cofsi ion i e seen from the ground.

Decide who should effect the

e This depends on the co therefore the relative risk of a
rescue from the ground co [ erator.

¢ It also depends on how the controls for the specific MEWP being used function if the
load cell has been activated.

The order of priority

1. Operator: comp should try to rescue themselves.

3. Another
platform may b
been planned
anyone falling.

some situations the use of another MEWP to gain access to the
e safest option. This will only be acceptable if such rescue has
include the means of transferring between platforms which prevents

If in doubt, ask! — Any Questions?
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